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lof the surveying officer, will place you in possession 


Copy of the communication made By captain David|of the distances, depths of water, and other facta 


Porter, corumissioner of the navy, in relation to a 
site for a naval depot, and the best means to be 


adopted for the defence of the Chesapeake bay. 


; Navy commissioners’ office, December 27th, 1816. 
Srr,—In compliance with the call made by you 
of the 16th ult. and for the xeasons set forth in the 
communication made to you by the board of the 
24th instant, I have now the honor to send for your 
consideration facts, and my own opinions, in rela- 
tion to the points to which you have directed the 
attention of the commissioners cf the navy by your 
communication of the 7th May last. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
mbedient servant, D. PORTER. 
Hampton Roads it is believed, could be fortified 
to advantage by means of batteries placed on Old 
Point Comfort, and on the shoal of Willoughby’s 
Point ia fifteen feet water, and the distance be- 
tween batteries so placed need not be more than 
one mile and aquarter. But until a fair experiment 
has been made as to the expence of erecting them 
—the effect of the latter on the shoals and channels, 
and whether it could resist the violence of the waves 
to which it would necessarily be exposed, I should 
not deem it advisable to undertake to defend the 
€hesapeake by erecting a line of batterics across 
the mouth of the bay, as by so doing the risk would 


that have produced this opinion, as well as of the 
information required by the examination of “Hamps 
ton Roads up to Norfolk.” It therefore only res 
mains for me to give my opinion as to the latter 
place fora naval depot. A want of sufficient depth 
of water, at all times, for the easy ingress and 
egress of the largest ships, I have always consi. 
dered a strong objection to Norfolk asa great nas 
val depot. The objection does not, however, ex 
ist to the extent I supposed. The minute exami- 
nation which has lately been made, discovers more 
water over the flats below Craney-Island than was 
ever before found; but yet not of sufficient depth 
to float, at all times, ships of the largest elass; with 
their provisions, water, and guns on board. Added 
to which, the channel is narrow, difficult to be 
found, and never to be passed, by ships of war, 
with a head wind. Under these cirtumstances, £ 
can see no cause for changing the opinion formerly 
entertained; and will now add, that if a higher per- 
fection in our naval architecture, or the increased 
size of our ships should render a greater draught 
of water necessary, and our ships are not to be pu€é 
into a state for service until their arrival in Hamps 
ton Roads; if they are then to receive their guns, 
their provisions, and their stores from the naval 
depot—if Hampton Roads, instead of affording pro- 





be incurred of expending uselessly many millions 
of dollars, of choaking up the channel on one side; 
and of changing the navigation to the other; by 
obstructing the waters and thereby causing them 
to ebb and flow in larger quantities and with great- 
er rapidity on the north side of the mouth of the 
bay, clearing away a passage for the largest ships, 
by the removal of thelight and almost floating sand 
on that side of the Middle Ground, where a safe and 
convenient channel already exists for vessels draw- 
ing sixteen feet water. A failure in the completion, 
or the ultimate destruction of the blocks, or islands 
which must be sunk in the channel for the purpose 
of erecting such batteries, would create dangerous 
shoals,* and if perfect suecess should be obtained 
in the erection, it is quite problematical whether 
they would succeed at all times, and under all eir- 
cumstances, in preventing the passage ofa hostile 
fleet, or of securing to themselves the necessary 
supplies of provisions and ater when invaded by a 
powerful force. Therefore, for an uncertain object, 
I should consider it unadvisable to risk the de- 
struction or injury of the present channel into the 
€hesapeake, and the opening of avother that would 
require equal means to defead. 
If Hampton Roads can be fortified, the Chesa- 
peake bay, in my opinion, (which I submit with due 
eference,) could be best protected by a movable 
force, that can seek the protection of batteries 
placed there and at York river. 
yet completed) of the survey made under the su- 


The chart €not!Severn river. 


tection to the whole Chesapeake, is to answer only 
the purpose of protectimg our inoffensive ships, the 
main object of a naval depot at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake will be defeated, and the objections to 
Norfolk proportionably increased. 

How far the fortifications of Hampton Roads may 
justify ships’ dropping down there in a defencelesg 
state will depend on experimeuts yet to be made, 
and on the extent of those experimenis. [ is now 
doubted whether one of our largest ships, under 
the most favorable circumstances, could s*ceP 
through the narrow and crooked drain, which forms 
the channel over the flats, without grounding. The 
means, however, of determining this point are 
fortunately at hand, and it would not be difficult 
to make the trial. York river opposes no obstacles 
to the passage of the largest ships as high up as 
the Clay Banks, which appears to be the most suitas 
ble place on that stream for a naty yard. It offers 
advantages in streams of water for labor-saving 
purposes, and may be protected from maritime 
attack by batteries placed at York and Gloucester 
points, and near the channel on the Oyster Shoals 
above, (which are bare at low water,) as well as 
on the shoalest part of Yark spit; and the passage 
of an enemy may be retarded by means of booms, 
and other obstructions. The climate said to be 
subject to the same «diseases as thase which prevail 
at Norfolk: and it is said to be liable to attack from 
It has, however, this aclvantage over 





Norfolk, (in addition to its depth of water,) that 


perintendence of the commissioners, and the report!ships can gd to sea with most winds with whici. 


ee - —_ ou 





‘Engineers say it would require 9 batteries»!naval depot. 


|they leave the place named as most suitable for a 


Captain Sinclair’s reports and survey 


inounting from 100 to 150 guns each, to defend the/of York river will afford you further information on 
passage between Old Point Camfort and the Middle |this subject. ‘Che ‘Tangier Islands were surveyed 
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report which accompanies it, I beg leave to refer. 


you for all the information I possess respecting 
them. 

Commodore Rodgers and myself, on our passage 
down the Potomac, in conformity with ig instruc- 
tions, touched in at St. Mary’s, which is situated 
nearits mouth. In point of healthiness of situation, 
security from maritime attack, and (Iam informed) 
from ice, excellence of harbor, and the easy ingress 
and egress to an inner harbor, at all times, to ships 
drawing not more than twenty-four feet and a half of 
water, the advantages it offers by means of streams 
of water for labor-saving purposes, and its con- 
venience to forests of fine timber, St. Mary’s is, in 
my opinion, superior to any other place of which I 
have a knowledge on the Chesapeake for a naval 
depot. 

How far its distance from the sea, and the ne- 
cessity for concentrating a land force for its protec- 
tion from an enemy (which may attack it from the 
Patuxent) may weigh against these advantages, or 
whether it may be considered a disadvantage to 
have so concentrated, in a healthy situation, a force 
which may be easily transported.for the protection 
of other important points, or, in fine, (taking into | 
consideration its central posi ion, and the speed 
with which vessels may get to sea with a favora- 
ble wind, through both channels of the Chesapeake) 
whether such objections should be considered | 
disadvantages, I beg Jeave to submit to the deci- 
sion of government: they involve military questions 
of which I am not a competent judge. I shall 
merely observe, firstly, that whatever objections 
ariay be made to the distance of St. Mary’s from 
the ocean, when we measure the sinuosities of the 
channel, we shall find the objection nearly as strong 
to Norfolk. And when we take into estimation the 
time required to sail this distance, we shall find 
the comparison much in favor of St. Mary’s: and 

ssecondly, that whatever objection may be made to 
the assemblage of a military force for the protec- 
tion of St. Mary’s, still stronger objections might 
be made to their assemblage from the distant parts 
of Virginia, for the defence of Norfolk. And the 
same remark may apply to York. Norfolk has 
owed its protection to troops drawn from Rich- 
mond, which was thereby left exposed to attack. 
St. Mary’s would be guarded by those from Balti- 
more and Washington, and placed in the most fa- 
vorable situation to enable them to aid in their 
defence, as well as that of Richmond. The estab- 
lishment of a naval depot at St. Mary’s is not in- 
compatible with the plan suggested for protecting 





the Chesapeake by means of a movable force that | 
shail seek the protection of batteries at Hampton | 
Roads and ¥ork river. The protection of St. Ma-' 
ry’s would depend greatly on that force, and the. 
destruction of the naval depot, established there, | 
would require a force (in addition to the one left, 
to watch our fleet) proportioned to the protecting | 
force stationed at St. Mary’s, for it is not usual or, 
prudent to leave an enemy unguarded in the rear, | 
when he may be in a situation to avail himself of 
the advantages which a defeat might offer. 

A superior hostile fleet which could (by placing 
itself between the naval depot and St. Mary’s, and 
our naval rendezvous at Hampton Roads) cut off 
ull communication between them, could by biock-| 
ade, render both fleet and depot equafly useless, | 
was the latter at Norfolk. Fhe command of our own 
waters (the object for defending the mouth of the 
Chesapeake) would secure to us an easy communi- 
cation between our fleetand depot. And if this su- 








neriority is not to be obtarmed, our naval depot, 


placed wherever it may be, will not answer the end 

for which it was intended. 

A naval depot at St. Mary’s would afford a safe 
and commodious winter retreat for our fleets, which 
experience has taught me cannot be found in Hamp- 
ton Roads, and which I have reason to believe can- 
not be found in York river. It would, from its cen- 
tral and convenient situation, afford protection and 
convoy to the commerce of the whole bay, even 
were its mouth blockaded by an enemy’s fleet; an 
advantage which could not be afforded by York or 
Norfolk. It would serve as a rendezvous for the 
light cruizers from Baltimore, where they could 
easily elude an enemy’s blockading fleet by availing 
themselves of the choice of channels; an advantage 
which York does not possess in so great a degree, 
and one of which Norfolk has been found to be en- 
tirely destitute. The blockade of the mouth of the 
Chesapeake would constitute the blockade of Hamp- 
ton Roads; consequently the supplies of the naval 
depot, placed there, would be limited to those re-. 
ceived by the canals, and by the waters discharg- 
ing themselves into Hampton Roads: while the 
whole resources of the Chesapeake, and its tribu- 
tary streams, as well as those which may be af- 
forded by the projected canals connecting its wa- 
ters with the Delaware, will be open to St. Mary’s. 

A military force stationed at St. Mary’s can aid 
in the defence of every part of the bay exposed to 
attack, while such aid has never been found in the 
force stationed at Norfolk, nor is it believed it 
would in any stationed at York. And, finally, if the 
experiment of fortifying Hampton Roads should not 
succeed, a naval force that can issue from St. Ma- 
ry’s would not be less formidable, nor afford tess 
protection to the Chesapeake, than one stationed 
there or at York. 

In closing these remarks, allow me to observe, that 

I should regret extremely that any difference of 

Opinion existed as to the most suitable point for es- 

tablishing a naval depot, were I not persuaded 

that this difference will be the means of placing 
you in possession of the best information as to the 
merits and defects of the places under examination. 

And Lam happy to have it in my power to say, that 

there appears to be but one opinion among the com- 

missioners as to the necessity of such an establish- 
ment somewhere on the waters of the Chesapeake. 

Reasons of a political nature which may weigh for 

or against the particular spot to be selected for a 

naval depot, I leave to politicians; unbiassed by lo- 

cal interests or loeal prejudices, I have given my 
opinion solely in regard to the utility of such an 
establishment. I give them with deference; but 
with a perfect conviction, in my own mind, of the 
correctness of the position, that the defence of the 
Chesapeake, and the utility of a naval depot on its 
waters, will depend more on the conveniences and 
resources it can furnish, than the position of the 
depot. A naval depot is the source whence all 
the members receive their supplies and vigor te 
defend, not any particular spot or place, but the 
whole body corporate—not for the advantage of any 
particular section, but for that of the whole union. 
D. PORTER. 
(B.& C. No. 1.) 

Copy of a letter from captain A Sinelair to commo- 
dore John Rodgers, president of the navy board, 
dated York River, March 22d, 1816. 

Sir—J sailed and arrived in York river the day 
my last letter left Norfolk for you, and agreeably 
to your instructions of the 26th ult. I take the ear- 
liest opportunity to inferm you of my proceedings 
here, 
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Y have traced the river up and down several 
times, ahd find there is not water enough for ships 
of the largest class to ascend higher than five or six 
miles above what is called the Clay Banks, which 
lay in Gloucester county, and about fifteen miles 
below West Point. The report of the officers I had 
sent over to ascertain what distance four fathoms 
could be carvied up, and who reported that they 
carried that depth all the way pp to West Point, 
was extremely erroneous. The confluence of the 
Portopotank creek with this river has thrown an 
extensive mud flat entirely across the channel, on 
which there is not more than twenty feet water; 


creeks are dammed below, a canal might be cut 
which would insulate the place, and add greatly to 
its security in the rear; indeed, it appears to be 
very capable of being defended by a moderately 
smatl force. The channel does not exceed a quarier 
of a mile in width, and is overlooked by an emi- 
nence of thirty feet for a mile or two below. The 
country is said to be healthy; indeed, judging from 
its inhabitants, I should pronounce itso. ‘The land 
is generally fine and well timbered with white oak, 
yellow and pitch pine, and some cedar, though not 
in abundance. The county of Matthews can Supply 
a number of excellent ship carpenters, who would, 


between that and where it commences shoaling}no doubt, flock to such an establishment. The wind 


ugain, ubout four miles below West Point, there is 
quarter four fathoms, and from thence to West Point 
three fathoms is the extent of what can be carried. 
So that the want of a sufficient depth of water, 
places that highly eligible site, in every other re- 
spect, entirely out of the question for a navy yard. 
Yorktown labors under too many disadvantages to 
be thought of as a dock yard. In the first place, its 
exposed situation on both sides to the attack of an 
enemy, who may have the ascendancy in our waters. 
Secondly, its great exposure to easterly gules, and 
the great difficulty there will be in getting piers to 
stand, owing to the sandy foundation, strong cur- 
rent, and high sea which heaves in from the east- 
ward. Thirdly, there is no stream by which labor- 
suving machines may be worked, or the docking of 
ships be aided: and lastly, it is one of the poorest 
@ountries in the world, in every respect, being to- 
tally destitute of timber, even for fuel, except mi- 
serable pine. 
_ should not have mentioned any spot as not be- 
ing calculated for the above purpose, but for the 
general opmion, which prevails among the ittelli- 
gent part of the community in this quarter of the 
country, that Yorktown is eminently calculated for 
a naval establishment, and that such an opinion has 
gained belief abroad. 

I have fixed on a site in Gloucester county, just 


nine and a half niles above Yorktown, which holds| about fivé or six dollars the thousand. 


out many more advantages than any other on the 
siver: indeed, there is not another above York, tuat 
the distance of the channel from the shore does not 
counterbalance all other advantages they may pos-} 
sess; and this is jafinitely further from the deep wa- 
ter than it ought to be, the nearest point being four 
hundred yards. This, however, is the greatest dis- 
wivantage attending it. It ebbs dry three-fourths 
of the distance, leaving a fine, firm foundation, and 
from two feet water it is very abrupt into four 
fathoms at low water. ‘here is an abundance of 
timber at hand for piling, filling in, &c.; and the 
fund, from high water, rises gradually in the dis- 
tance of 150 yards to thirty feet in height, affording 
as much earth as may be required for filling to the 
channel. 

This site is bordered on the east by Aberdeen| 
creek, and on the west by Jones’ creek, either of 
which affords an abundance of water for all our 
Purposes; but the country generally is so low, that 
tam fearful the water dare not be raised entirely 
high enough for docking; what it leayes, though, 
after taking a ship in, may be easily purtped out by 
pumps worked by water. ‘Khere are several good 
till streams oe into those creeks, which flow 
from a souree sufficiently high to answer the pur- 
pose of docking, if the adjacent land would admit 
of its being dammed. ‘rhe mouths of those two 


Falt'a mile, there are two branches approaching each 


from N. to W. S. W. will take a ship to sea; the 
channel is generally narrow, but very plain, «nd 
quite deep enough for the heaviest ships completely 
equipped for sea. I have madé a very minute sur- 
vey of all the land lying between those two crecks 
as far back as where I proposed a canal should be 
cut for security against au cnemy, und shali forward 
a plat of it as soon as I can copy it upon a large 
scale. Itcan be purchased (that is, as much as the 
government may require) for whatever dismterest- 
ed persons may value it at, which will not cxcced 
from ten to twenty dollars the acre. | 

With the plat I shall send you a proper descrip- 
tion of it, with the advantages, disadvuiitages, &c. 
attending it. I have made as much progress us the 
weather Has admitted of, which hus been extremely 
boisterous and inclement. ‘lo be us accurate as I 
wish to be, I ought to have another vessel, as it 13 
almost impossible to sight an objoet from a base 
line on shore, the distance being about three leagues 
to the end of the Spit. 1 regret too that f havé not 
some intelligent young officers, as I could not pro- 
cure a good draftsman at Norfolk, and have to per- 
form all that work myself. ive aid of officers of 
some science, whom I could trust to take angies, 
&c. would relieve me very much. 

The sotl about the above site is well calenlated 
for making bricks, which may be coim.acted for, tor 
Suclis for 
lime may be had at from three and a half to four 
dollars the hundred bushels; wood at three doilirs 
per cord. U shall be more minute in my descripuon 
of this place, attending to the width of the river, 
width and depth of channel, strengih of tide, with 
its perpendicular rise, exposure to ice, winds,cnemy, 
ac. Should you wish any particular information 
that I may not probably embrace, you will be good 
enough to let me know, that L may be prepared te 
answer it. 

Very respectfully, sir, T remain 
Your obedient servant, 
A. SINCLAIR. 
Commodore John Rod:zers, president of the. 
board of nuvy commissioners, Washingicit. 


(B. & C. Na. 2.) 

Copy of a letter from captain Arthur Sinclair to com- 
modore Juhn Rodgers, president of the navy board, 
dated York River, March 29, 1816. 

Sin—I wrote you on the 22d inst. informing you 
of my having fixed on a site for a navy yard, wiich 
held out more- advantages than any other on this 
river, and that it was not free from its disadvan. 
tages; namely, the channel being too great a dis- 
tance from the shore, and fhe river straight, wide 
and bleak; but the channel being very narrow, and 
the remainder of the river guite shoal for cight or 
ten miles up and down, there is not much sea made 
from any wind. }t would be exposed to ice if there 
were any afloat, but there has not been a sufficient 





other witfin a quarter of a mile, where; after the! 


quantity knows in this dyer, fom which danger 
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might be apprehended, for upwards of thirty years; 
tnd should it be deemed prudent to guard ‘against 
it, mt will be scen from the accompanying plat, 
which isa rongh draft of a minute and critically cor- 
rece survey, that it may be easily effected; the rise 
aud fal of the tide not exceeding three feet on an 
wverage, the current is very trifling, seldom exeeed- 
whe two knots. 

This site, as I have before mentioned, is situated 


4 





dezvous for British marauders and a depository for - 


their stolen negroes, it became necessary to throw 
up temporary buildings for shelter and breastworks 
to secure them from surprise. These sheds were 
represented as highly commodious, and their works 
of defence, consisting of embankments of sand, par- 
tially sodded to render them less mutable than they 
otherwise would have been, were magnified, by the 
exaggerating fancy of the timid, into regular forti- 
fications, mounting heavy cannon, calculated to pro- 
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tm Gloucester county, nine and a half miles above 
\ ork, which lays six and a half miles from the mouth itect the island and to give security to the shipping 
of tie river, making the whole distance from it to!anchored in the sound. It was understood that an 
©.pe Ucary about 40 miles. jabundance of good water was afforded, and their 
L hive brought the survey a little below York, }gardens, described to be ina high state of cultiva- 
and find five and a half fathoms the least water there/tion, were spoken of as furnishing a sufficiency of 
ws, at Jow tide, between the above site and York; vegetables for refreshment and for health. All 
bi low that it is well known there is sufficient depth: these partial and iilusive accounts were believed 
tor any ship. Vhe channel continues not more than| by many who had not the means of being better in- 
tour er five hundred yards wide tur two and a half|formed, and by others who were wholly indifferent 
iniles, when it gradually increases to a half mile into the fact. Having, in compliance with an order 
tavo and a half more, running S. 30, E. for that dis-:from the board of commissioners, explored, and, 
mance. It then makes a small change to S. 55, B.| from accurate surveys, obtained correct charts of 
and widens to upwards of a mile between that and) the islands, I spared no pains to inform myself on 
york, from which, to the mouth of the river, the}such points as my instructions particularly called 
course is from 8. 70, F. to east, and the channel! my attention to, as 
imerteasing to upwards of a mile in width. Agreea-| ist. The relative situation of these islands to each 
b}y to your letter of instruction, which requires =| other, their distance from each other, and from the 
survey to be made so as to embrace the approach/ main. 
from the sea and the channels now known io afford) 2d. The length and breadth of each. 
navigation for line-of-battle ships, I might stopthis| Sd. The topography of each. 
survey at York; but believing an accurate chart of| 4th. The channel on all sides, and those leading 
this river to the bay channei will be acceptable to}to each island and separating them. 
the board of commissioners, and more particularly! Sth. The particular positions occupied by the 
so should they approve of the site I have selected,| British during the late war, and the works con- 
§ shali endeavor to continue to that point, should I| structed by them. 
{ial it practicable with the means in my power. | 6th. How far they are at this time defensible, and 
I have found infinite difficulty in making the sur-| what works would render them completely so. 
vey, but morepzrticularly in laying down the chan-| 7th. The harbors afforded by these islands. 
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uel, having had a great deal of bad weather, fre- 
quently driving us eight or ten miles from our work 
io make a harbor, so that when a good day would 
offer, we would lose most of it in regaining our 
station, And not having men enough to man more 
than one boat, I have found almost insupportable 


8th. Whether they afford good fresh water in 
abundance. 
9th. Whether they afford a good site for a naval 
establishment and rendezvous in time of war. 
10th. The soundings at least three miles on all sides, 
that it may be seen how near a first rate ship of war 
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difficulties in taking the soundings and shifting the|can safely approach them at every point, especially 
buoys from station to station, being compelled, for/at that point which may be judged the best fora na- 
the want of a second vessel, to use four buoys, and/val establishment. The charts I have prepared and 
to make frequent references to the land for base | transmit to the board, having been executed with at- 
lines to correct the work. Neat drafting is not to| tention, are sufficiently minute to furnish full infor- 
be performed on board such a boat as this; the want!mation upon all these particulars. They afford a 
of room and stability precludes the possibility of it.!kind of graphical report, exhibiting at one view the 
J shall of course have to copy them when I return|relative position of the islands; their distance from 
to Norfolk. thave not, as yet, been able to find a| each other; their length and breadth; their topogra- 
draftsman who can draw more neatly than myself: phy; the particular positions occupied by the British 
the engineer I have had, and whom I have now dis-/ during the late war, and that of the works construct- 
charged, being a man of science without possessing‘ ed by them; the harbors afforded by the islands, as 
the talent of neat drawing. I shali endeavor to pro/also the soundings on alt sides, even beyond the dis- 
cure one in Norfolk, if possible; but in case of my tance prescribed by the commissioners. It therefore 
not succeeding, I ean only promise you accuracy ,only remains for me to offer a brief general account, 
without much neatness. ‘and a few remarks en such points upon which the 
I have the honor to remain, with high respect, sir,|charts cannot be alone satisfactory. 
your obedient servant, } ‘Lhe Vangier islands (if islands they may be cal- 
‘led) situated about eight miles from the main, are 
nothing more than banks of sand, which are here 
bvard of navy commissioners, Washington. and there interspersed with an upper straturn of 
‘soil, owing its original formation to sea-weed and 
(D. & E.) ‘other marine productions, deposited by inundations, 
Letter from capt. Robert T. Spence, dated May 26th, ‘to which, in strong easterly winds, the islands are 
1816, in relation to the Tungier-Islands. 'wholly subject, save here and there a small spot, 
May 26th, 1816. elevated for the purpose of cultivation and occupied 
Sin—The islands known by the name of the Tan-|by the possessor. That section of the islands on 
gicr-Islands, have hitherto been very fllaciously | which the British formed their establishments, is a 
represented, especially during the late war, when, level surface of white sand, the margin of which, 
from the circumstance of there having been a ren-| though not more than three feet in height; is hygher 


A. SINCLAIR. 
Commodore John Rodgers, president of the 
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than the area it surrounds, in which the British had 
their hospitals, store-houses, their stolen negroes, 
grave-yards, and works of defence—of which there 
is nothing remaining, save memorials of death, 
and attestations of the deleterious effect of the wa- 
ter. The strength of their defences may readily be 
conjectured from the materials of which they were 
composed and from their forms, which are in some 
places entire, while the outlines are distincly visible. 
They consisted of semicircular embankments con- 
structed of stakes driven equidistant into the foun- 
dation, interwoven with brush, and filled in with 
sand; the formation of which gave constant employ- 
ment to an immense number of negroes they had col- 
lected from different parts of the Chesapeake. Qn 
these works, a few small guns were mounted, but of 
what calibre I could not, with any certainty, ascer- 
tain. On abandoning the island, the whole was con- 
fiagrated, and as the brush consumed, the sand re- 
turned more or less to its former level. Notwith- 
standing enough has been explained to establish the 
futility of attempting an establishment at such a 
place as the “Tangiers,” there still remains other ob- 
jections more cogent and less remediable. A want 
of fresh water is here, during the summer months, 
severely experienced. Wells formed by the insertion 
of barrels of extra length, (being from the nature of 
the ground but few,) afford, atiparticular periods, a 
scanty supply, the saline impregnation of which must 
produce, with those not accustomed from infancy to 
its use, that destructive disease which daily robbed 
his Britannic majesty of nine or ten of his loyal sub. 
jects. This mortality, it was said, had determined 
the commanding admiral to abandon, at the ensuing 
season, a spot not only subject to dangerous inunda- 
tions, but to which a want of water and other causes 
had given more the appearance ofa hospital, than a 
naval rendezvous. 

Waving, however, these objections, and adinit for 
a moment that it is both defensible and tenable, 
would the advantages resulting from an establish- 
ment thus situated, prove of such magnitude as a 
transient view of the subject might at first promise? 
cut off ia time of war from all communication with 
government, and from resources essential to its pre- 
servation, could it be productive of benefits propor- 
tioned to the expenditure attending its creation’ As 
the day is rapidly approaching when the entire de- 
fence of the entrance of the Chesepeake will render 
other places within its bosom more eligible for a 
naval rendezvous, an establishment of this Cescrip- 
tion on the ‘Tangiers would then, it is probable, be 
speedily abandoned for sites in every respect better 
suited, both in time of peace or war, fer the equip- 
ment of our public vessels, and for other purposes 
necssarily connected therewith. 

While a superior mai itime force has uninterrupted 
access to the Chesapeake, an establishment either 
naval or military, at the Tangiers, cut off from as- 
sistance and supplies, would be whoily insecure, and 
exposed to inevitable reduction by an enemy pos 
sessing means of attack commensurate with the ob- 
ject to be effected. With this view of the subject 
I have perhaps been too prolix in my commenis; if 
so, 1 plead the injunction contained in my instruc- 
tions, “to make such general and particular re- 
marks as might occur;” this, and my Cesire to be 
satisfactory, I offer as my apology. 

I haye the honor to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT 'T. SPENCE. 
Commodore John Rodgers, president 


of the board Of NAVY CIMVINIESLGETS ' 


Document ‘A. No, 3, accompanying chart A, referred toin the »? 
port of the secretary of the navy, communicating informatinzn 
relative to a site for a naval depot. ‘ 

(Copy) | 
Washinzton, November 21, 1816. 
SIR—In compliance with your order and instructions, I have 
the honor to submit the following obscrvations on the defences of 
Chesapeake hay, together with tag enclosed map and sk-tches— 
the first being the result of various examinations made by Major 
Kearney and myself—the latter, some outlines of my views on Chis 
subject. 

Wiatever may be the importance of fonndixg parmane t farti- 
fications, to exclude an enemy from the waters of the Ciesapeak), 
it does not appear from attentive examination, that the entrance 
or mouth of that bay, (viz. a liae from the nearest part of a shoat, 
called the Middle Ground, to cape Henry.) affords the mast prac- 
ticable positions, as the violent action of the Atlantic during gal-s 
of wind, and the great depth of water, will render any attempt to 
establish permanent foundations on that line, extremely slow 14 
tue oxccution, and (if ever ef-cted) of ungertain durability. ide 
pendeat of an expenuce which the most sapzuiue could scarcely 
tleem Justifiahie. . 

he next position of importance iz Hampton Roads. A regular 
fortification on Old Poiat Comfort, and a casile om the nearest pare 
of Willoughby’s shoal, (cailed the Riprap) distaiuce 18:0 yards, 
might, with the aid of a well organized flotilia, vot only cover 
James aud Elizabeth rivers froin the attcuipts of a superior naval 
enemy, but the latter would also threaten the rear of any armgy 
ment that would pass up the bay. ‘Phis position would also pre- 
sent the most prompt support to our mariue, whether in recon: 
borage an enemy, (whose movements may he observed from 
thence to the Atlantic.) while protected by the batteries, or find: 
ing that protection on returning to a port, scarcely fifteen milks 
{rom cape Henry. 

In the event of fortifying the pass between Old Point Comfort 
and Willoughby’s shoal, several positions near the margi> of Lyi 
naven bay may be advantageously occupied by small iusulste! 
towers of masonry, cartying one twenty-four poundey cach, and at 
such distances froin the shore as will secure them froin the e'f-et of 
grape and case shot; and as this bay would then be the only plece 
near the mouth of the Chesapeske thrat a superior naval chemy 
could occupy with effect, the towers previously recommended 
would not only annoy, but deprive them oi the principal adva»- 
taxes which the position would otherwise afford. Oa or two towers 
of the same kind would also prove important in the vicinity of 
gape Charles, 

Having thus stated an opinion that Hampton Roads, from its 
proximity to the Atlantic, combines many superior advantages, and,” 
if fortified, will constitute an important part of the general de- 
fences of the Chesapeake, and sitizly will serve to cheek the in- 
cursions of an enemy, it will, I presume, be supertiueus w particu 
larize the positions which are more remcte fram the mouth of the 
Chesapeake that may be occupied fur local defence, as almost 
wth Png of the description is already fortified where objects of 

1c ri + — Son ates "a +i* 
iio and the existing populatron warragt their 

As the total exclusion of an enemy from the waters of the Chesa- 
peake is an object of great and increasing importanes, and the 
obstacles having been already neted, which will probably prevent 
the prosecution of such a desigiin the establishia cnt of periaanns! 
and efficient defences at its entrance, in conformity with the spirit 
of my iustructions I subjoia an opinion on a more practicable 
position. 

By referring to the enclosed map, and sections C. D. E. F. it 
may beobserved that the distance and dapth of water, between the 
eriremity of the Horse Shoe and Middle Ground, is less thun be- 
tween the latter and cape Henry, the bottom being also (at every 
place of trial) firm and fice froin quicksand, and as that line is 
also less exposed to the action of the water in pactienkis winds, 
there can be but little doubt of its being the only position near the 
entrance of tiie Chesapeake that could justify any attempt to 
establish permanent defenees, or that might promis \ ia conjime- 
tiga with the works proposed and naval co-operation, to attord 
general protection and seeurity. ; 

Should this idea _be deemed worthy ef serious attertion, the pro- 
erences a ee ee sea ay he, creed in the fir 
should be found: substantia ' Br ge olga at igne “ “4 

: tantial and effective, sound and ample data 
would be thus afforded fur the construction of similar towers (nine 
in number) on the line previously mantioned, (viz. from the ex- 
tkemity of the Horse Shoe to the Middle Ground) aad would no: 
unly test the principle, but also the rclative expenee. 

Phe expence of erecting works of masonry near the entrance of 
the Chesapeake will be considerails auy nentesl iY COnSe queue of 
the distance from the principal materials, (viz. Hare aod Noe so the 
tullowing general estimate, calculated on the prices of the present 
year, will not, I presume, vary consik rably from the trad: : 
A regular (case mated) Pentaron, mounting 150 jace s of 

cannon aud Muriars, on old Point Cont ort Dis. 250.990 
A cnadrangular castie of masonry four tiers of eannen) ie 


meunting 128 guns, ou Willoughby 's shoal, 209,000 
Ii are “ iene ? . a patton 
Five sinal! tawers O tue tuargin of Lynnhaven bay, and 

hear Cape Cuaries, . . ° ‘ . ra £9,000 

fn i » 


“* w-> «5 , ° 
The two works above mentioned couid keep up an effectua! 


Rn - @F£ ay tage Re P ~~ sf 
Hre of 75 heave pieces of cannon an! mortar-. on RNY VESseh ate 


tempting the pass, tur the space of 25 minutes in tine, allowing 





that the vessel should sail at the rate of between 6 and 
hour. 
As there are various opinions on passing batteries in vesse!s g? 
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war, it may be proper to offer an observation on that subject; and 
it may be safely inferred (from the result of many naval conflicts) 
that vessels of equal armament may maintain a close action for 15 
minutes or more, withont being entirely disabled from making sail, 
or changing positjons. With this faet rt can scarcely be douhted 
that vessels of war may often pass batteries without being destroyed, 
or srreparably injured. The risk, however, of such attempts is greatly 
multiplicd when passing under a well directed eross fire of hot 
shot, carcasses. and shells, and whieh must be encountered again in 
thy event of an unsuccessful enterprise. : 

It has also heen a received opinion, in reasoning upon the com- 
Prrative powers of Jand batteries, (in commanding positions) and 
the batteries of vessel< af} war, that six 24-poupders in the for- 
Mer, When well directed, are euperior to the broadside of a 44 gun 
frigate, and that double that number of guns, of larger ealibre, are 
sNperior to the broadside of a 74 gun ship, provided the land batte- 
ries are so placed as not to adinit the approach of vessels within 
the effective range of grape and case shot. , : 

The fatrer observations are presented with due gonsideration, and 
may either be confirmed or rejected. by an appeal to the distin- 
guished naval gentlemen with whom I had the honor to be asso- 
erated, and from whom major Kearney and myself received every 
Civility and assistance. t : 

The preceding statement has been eondensed from a variety of 
Not: s, obs-rvations, and ealculations, which will also afford (in the 
event of fortify ing any of the positions previouly named) a descrip- 
tion More in detail, tagethey with appropriate plans for the can- 


struction, F 
Futly sensible of the honor conferred in your order of the 31st 
of Mey last, I remain, with the greatest respect, your most obe- 


dient and humble servant, 
(Signed) GEO. BOMFORD, 
Lieut. colonel of ordnance. 


Naval Proceedings, 
IN SEXATE OF THE UNITED STATES, JAN. 29, 1817. 
Committee Room, December 27, 1816. 

S1r,—The time of peace and prosperity is the 
season proper to build up and mature the institu- 
tions of a country. Under the influence of this ob- 
vious truth, congress has, by a wise course of le- 
gislstion, nearly completed the naval establishment. 
By the creation of a navy board, which, harmoni- 
zing with the head of the department, and giving 
to i’ all the benefits of practical observation and 
experience, the ¢ivil administration of the affairs of 
the navy has been rendered perhaps as complete 
as the nature of the institution will admit. But-to 
realize all the advantages confidently anticipated 
by the friends of the board, a cordial concert and 
harmony between it and the head of the depart- 
ment is indispcasable. It cannot but be foreseen 
that any jeslousy, rivalship or misunderstanding. 
between these important branches of the establish- 
ments must greatly tend to paralyze effort, and to 
render nugatory tie best concerted designs. 

By the jaw of the last session, providing for the 

adual and permament increase of the tiavy, the 
fate and fortunes of this important branch of nation- 
al strength was finally fixed and settled. Congress, 
by a prudent foresight, has authorised and furnish- 


most efficient and appropriate, but its cheapest de> 
fence. That this conviction should become fenerat 
nothing is necessary but to introduce and enforce 
the most rigid economy in every branch of naval ex- 
penditure: an economy recommended by considera- 
tions not only of attachment to the naval establish- 
ment, and a solicitude for its prosperity and repu- 
tation, but of duty to the nation. 

An act of the last session has also secured, by 
|more effectual provisions, the navy pension fund: sa 
that the benevolent and humane intentions of the 
legislature will be more amply extended to the dis- 
abled officers and seamen of the navy. 

By your report to the senate of the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1815, it appears that the dock yard, contem- 
plated by theact of the 3d of March, 1813, had not. 
then been constructed; nor had the acts respect- 
ing naval hospitals been then executed. Perhaps 
the laws respecting these necessary appendages of 
the naval establishment are defective. Perhaps the 
appropriations heretofore made for their construc- 
tion may not be adequate to the purpose. The na- 
val committee of the senate, animated with the de- 
sire to perfect the naval establishment by every 
mean in their power, to amend any defects that may 
exist in the laws respecting it, and to afford every 
mean to prevent or suppress abuses, if any should 
exist, haye directed me to communicate with you 
freely, and to enguire, | 

1. Whether any legislative provision is necessary 
to carry into effect the existing provisions respect- 
ing the naval establishment? And, 

2. Whether any further provision, by law, is ne- 
cessary to render it more perfect? 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, ° . 

C. TAIT, chairman. 
The hon. B. W. Crowninshield, sec’ry of the navy. 





Navu Department, January 8th, 1817. 

Stn—I have the honor to reply to your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, and most cordially reciprocate 
your sentiments upon the subject of the naval estab- 
lishment, and of the relative duties of its severai 
branches. _ 

The system of economy is most essential to its 
popularity, and a most important duty incumbent 
upon this department: so far as abuses have crept in, 
every effort will be directed to check them in future, 
and to confirm that confidence of the legislature, 
which has been so liberally demonstrated in the late 
acts for a gradusl increase of the navy, and for ap- 
propriations towards its support. 





ed the means of creating, by degrees, a navat force 


which, when compicted, cannot fail to secure for, 


The act of the last session for the bettér security 
of the navy pension fund, has not been attended to 


the nation that safety at home, and that respect /in the states of Massachusetts and New-York, where 


from abreac, the foundation for which Was sO am-, 
ply laid by the heroic exploits of our infant navy| 


} 


during the late war. There is no doubt that at this 
moment this arm of our safety anc our strength 
possesses the confidence and the favor of the go. 
verment and of the nation. Jt is of the utmost im-! 
portance that this confidence and this favor should 
not only be retained, but, if possible, auemented, 
This in the opinion of the committee, can only be} 
done by a prudent, enegetic, and, above all, an eco. | 
nomical management of the affairs confided to the | 
department. Profision in the expendiiure of pur. | 
lic money is a common charge afrainst goverment. Th 

is probable te beticf of this very pro#rsion in the 
money concerns of the department, tvas’ the true 
‘cause why tie navy was kept down so long im pupd- 





its provisions were more immediately applicable; 
and large sums, it is‘ presumed, are still due, and 
remain unaccounted for since the commencement of 
the late war. 

The subject of dock vards and naval depots has 
constantly been under consideration; and the ‘final 
decision as to the mos* proper site in the Chesapeake, 
wilt lead to the execution of the necessary docks in 
that and other naval establishments. 

The naval hospitals have been suspended, from 
the insuthciency of the original appropriation of the 
act of 1é11—the amount of fifty thousand dollars, 


‘appropriated ont of the marine hospital fund, hav- 
Die a ——- oP » } av of 
ge fusie and the sum deducted from the pay o 


’ 


howe officers and seamen has been absorbed in the 


general expenditure, and iis reimbursement must 


lic opinion. The committee are of opinion that si-} depend upon additional estimates and appropriations 


tyated as this country Is, that 2 navy isnot only itstfor the service 


Then ecessity of the establishimer* 
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“is fully admitted, and the present period appears to 
be propitious to its completion, which shall receive 
all the attention from this department due to its 
importance. 

To the queries propounded by the committee, I 
have the honor to reply, that the existing provisions, 
respecting the naval establishment, are adequate 
to the preasent orgazination of the department: such 
further provisions as the nature of the service may 
require, and such as may rise out of the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, shall be promptly suggested to 
the consideration of the naval committee of the se- 
nate. . 

I take the liberty of suggesting a repeal of the 
law, passed April 18th, 1814, authorizing the presi- 
dent to make an addition not exceeding twenty-five 
per centum to the pay of the officers, seamen and 
marines, as the situation of the naval service does 
not, at present, require such additional allowance. 

I have the honor to to be, with the highest res- 
pect, sir, your most obedient servant, 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 

Honorable Charles Tait, 

Chairman of the naval committee of the senate. 











Roads and Canals. 


Report of the committee on 80 much of the president's 

message as relates to roads and canals. 

Made Feb 7, 1817, and committed to a committee 

of the whole house. 

The committe to whom was referred, on the 4th of 
December last, so much of the message of the 
president of the United States as relates to roads 
and canals, 

REPORT IN PART— 


That upon mature deliberation the facility of 


commercial and personal intercourse throughout 
the whole extent of the United States and its ter- 
ritories, is viewed by the committee as it appears 
to have been viewed by former committees of both 
branches of the national legislature, and by every 
executive of the government since its formation, as 
an essential ingredient to the general economy of 
the nation, as well in relation to the pursuits of 
peace as to those of war, and also to the perpetua- 
tion and integrity of the republican union. 

That the interior waters of the United States, 
co-extensive with its territory, furnish the ample 
and the only effectual means of such facility. With- 
out inland navigation, an interior commerce in a 
large portion of the most necessary articles would 
be not merely inconvenient but whollyimpractica- 


which happily, onthe other hand, demonstrate the 
practicability of an internal navigation throughout 
all its parts. 

So magnificent and admirably arranged are thes¢ 
waters that two great channels are nearly com- 
pleted, by nature, the whole way between the ex- 
tremes of the union—the one passing through its 
centre 3,000 miles, the other on its margin 2,000 
miles; large and numerous rivers communicating 
with each from a common intermediate source, form 
natural canals from the one to the other, interrupt- 
ed only by the main ridge of mountains from which 
they descend in opposite directions, and over which 
artificial roads of the best construction are known 
to be practicable, so as to unite with the opposite 
navigations within distances varying from 50 to 100 
miles. Thus the great chain, called the Apnala- 
chian mountains, which once was considered as an 
impassable barrier and partition between the east- 
ern and western interests, may in effect be rémov- 
ed; or rather, it may be made effectually to assist 
that intercourse which it has seemed permanently 
to interrupt. The large and numerous rivers und 
lakes communicating with the great central chan: 
nel on the north and west, together with those al- 
ready noticed, which cut opposite sides of tls | 
mountains,traverse the whole continent—conducting 
all its waters, as they seemed destined in future to 
convey its innumerable productions, into two great 
channels which unite with the navigable waters of 
the Atlantic ocean at their two extremes, and o-¢ 
of them at numerous intermediate points forming in 
the whole more than ten thousand mites of inland 
~~ the free use of which requires only the 
purchase of a moderate price in labor. 

The importance of this object to the United 
States as acommunity, is so evident that to ascer- 
tain its practicability would seem sufficiently to re- 
commend it to the attention of the national govern- 
‘ment. The best evidence of practicability is that 
already adduced—the positions and magnitud¢ of 
ithe interior waters. These are circumstances of 
notorious importance, the evidence of which can- 
not be questioned; but it may be proper, in cor- 
roboration, also to notice that resulting from an of- 
ficial document of high authority. 

It will be recollected that in April, 1808, an 
elaborate report, prepared in obedience to a reso- 
lution of the senate of the preceding year, was 
imade by the then secretary of the treasury, in 
which was embraced all the outlines, together with 
much detail, of a general system of national im- 
provement. The sum of twenty millions of dollars 











ble between sections remote from each other; those; Was deemed sufficient to effect the works necessa- 
which were destitute must remain so, and where;tyto confer on the people of every section of thre 
there was abundance it would be of little value.—j| United States al] the advantages of good roads 
In such a state—of all the rich bountics Of nature|and canals, of which the country is susceptible; that 
distributed over our expanded area, varying inthe annual application of two millions of dollars 
their nature and uses with our varied soils, climates,| Would effect this great object in ten years, and 
and pursuits, a scanty portion only could be ap-| Which (it was added) could be conveniently sup- 
propriated to the subsistence and comfort of civi- Pied from the existing revenucs of tie United 


lized man. Invaluable then are those intcrior wa- 
ters which, even in their natural state, afford a fa- 
cility of transportation of the necessaries of life 
which no other known means could effect; but al- 
though these waters are thus essentially requisite 
and extensively useful in their original state, their 
usefulness would be indefinitely increased by im- 
proving and uniting their channels. 

The great topographical features of our country 
are its great extent of territory and variety of soil, 
climate, and production, which: demonstrate the 
necessity on the one hand—and the number, posi- 


‘States, leaving a sufficient surphis in addition to 
the sum required for the permanent peuce estab. 
‘lishment and national debt, im the same neriod of 
ten years; to arm every man in the United States; 
to erect as many fortifications and batteries as could 
be manned; and, if thought eligible, to build a na- 
vy. The subject was treated in that report as one 
of primary national importance, conducive to the 
general welfare, in enhancing the value of lands; 
promoting useful commerce; binding ihe union tos 
wether by a community of interesis, and consti 
tuting an important branch of the public defence, 











sions, and magnitude of its bays, lxkes, and rivers! 


Chis official report of 1808 attracted musi: attea 
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tion, and the subject matter of it has appeared tojand enterprise would contribute largely towards 
receive the decided xpprobation of the citizens of}that object. The local enterprise which has long 


the United States ever since. 


The execution of this|since organized itself in companies, under state 


plan would probably have been commenced long]authorities, formed these plans; and progressed 


before this time had not extraordinary difficulties | considerably in the execution of canals through the 
4 ou foreign relations and consequent war with|necks of land, respectively, which alone obstruct 


Great Britain interfercd; since the termination of| the inland navigation from Boston to St. Mary’s, is 
the war, the necessary attention of the government | again directed to these objects. In addion to these 
to other objects, sufficiently accounts for the con-|several works, there is wanting only a short canal 
tinued suspension of the plan of improvement re-jfrom lake Erie to some of the navigable waters 
commended at that time. But these causes of sus-} which empty into the Ohio; some inconsiderable 
pension having now ceased, it may reasonably be/improvements jn the bed of such water, and a 


expected again to attract a due share of the public 
tteution. 

A state of tranquility has been happily restored 
under circumstances favoring its continuation for 
Many years. The pursuits of peace in the United 
States have been resumed with renovated vigor.— 
Great political changes in Europe have affected, 
and may continue materially to affect, our foreign 
commerce. The experience of the late war has 
served to develop the importance of internal trans- 
portation; and the resources of the United States 
are undoubtcd!y more ample than they were in 
1808. At that time the average annual revenue 
was about fourteen millions of dollars. At this 
time from various causes it is increased to an aver- 
age of twenty-five millions. These circumstances 
seem peculiarly to recommend at this time such a 
System of general improvement as would acceler- 

te the advancement, and secure permanently the 
internal commerce, of the United States. 

Two important considerations particularly re- 
commend the subject of internal navigation to the 
earlv attention of government; the rivalship of a 
foreign state in the trade and commerce of our in- 
terior possessions; and the lively interests cyi- 


denced in various parts of the United States in the| 


improvement of our fucililies of intercourse. 

That portion of our territory bordering on lake 
Champlain, the St. Lawrence, and Great Lakes, 
and io which these waters are the outlets, is mo- 
derately estimated at 60 millions of acres. Much 
of this is already populatus, and the remainder be- 
coming so with surprising rapidity. Until other 
routes shal] be greatly improved all the productions 
of this extensive district must be drawn to the Bri- 
tish ports of Lower Canada, from whence also the 
merchandise, the arias, and the influence of Great 
Britain, are conveyed with unrivalled celerity to the 


lockage or other improvement at the falls of Louis- 
ville, to complete the two great channels already 
mentioned. In all these works, although the na- 
tion has a paramount interest in their completion, 
there are good reasons to believe, that individual or 
local enterprise would contribute a full half or more 
oftheexpence. | : 
There are equal or still stronger reasons to be- 
lieve that individual and local enterprise would 
with alacrity share, at least with the United States, 
|in improving the navigation of such correspondent 
atlantic and western rivers as are best adapted for 
a connexion by portage roads across the mountain;. 
in the construction of such roads, and of such other 
great leading road or roads as shall be established 
or approved by thenational government. The great 
progress already made without the aid of this go- 
vernment in the construction and extension of 
permanent roads, as well in Virginia and Mary- 
land as in Pennsylvania, Jersey, New-York and ail 
the more eastern states, is conclusive evidence of 
a disposition in most or all of the states to promote 
ithese objects. In the state of New-York a great 
turnpike road has been for some time completed 
‘almost to lake Erie; and in Pennsylvania the 
Herculean task of extending a turnpike road, of 
'the best construction, the whole way from Philadel. 
phia, to Pittsburgh, has been boldly undertaken, 
and is in a rapid progress of execution; in both 
| these states a great variety of other turnpikes have 
been long in great perfection, and new ones are 
annually added, The latter state has, moreover, 
a great number of bridges, probably among the 
largest in the world, founded in solid masonry; and 
it has also made provision, by law, for the liberal 
encouragement of a great work in its neighboring 
states of Maryland and Delaware. 
The foregoing indications, as well as many other 








recesses of all the north western indian tribes with | SCnMaE TS aT seem fully to authorize the confi- 


in our limits. Such an intercourse can scarcely fail 
to engender in those numerous hordes unfriendly 
dispositions towards the citizens and government of 
the U. States in time of peace, and in war to array 
them against us in a force formidable in a degree 
beyond that of their specific number and strength. 
The whole commerce of that extensive rezion, as 
well of the present and future white population as 
the trade of the indian tribes, can be advantageous- 
ly turned to the ports and possessions of the United 
States only by an impreved inland navigation. 


dent reliance upon individual exertion for a full half 
or more of the resources requisite for the compie- 
tion of every improvement of national importance in 
the United States, which its government slall take 
méasures suitably to encourage. 

The whole expence, by the official report of 
'1808, already noticed, of a general system of roads 
|and inland navigation has been, it appears, carefully 
estimated at 20 millions of dollars : on the assump- 
tion that one half would be contributed by indivi- 
dual and locs] exertion, 10 millions in addition, ap- 





The solicitude on the subject of internal improve-/ plicd on the part of the United States, would be a 


ments, generally, which is felt in various parts of) 
the United States at this tinc, is indicated in a/ 
manner not to be mistaken, and promises an etlec- 
tive co-operation wiil) the national government in| 
any measure Which it may approve and adopt fur: 
promoting them. 

The perseverance of the citizens-and state of; 


"Sew-York, in thew cflorts to ascertain the most} 


eligible route and means for opening a navigable! 
canal front the tide water in the North or Hudson! 
Mucr ta Jake Eric, is a pledse that their wealth: 


/sum 


Lue, 


fally sufficient. These views present another 
consideration of great weight; that is, the magni- 
tude of the object compared with the expence re- 
quired to effect it. ‘The object proposcd is the 
facility of intercourse by means of more than ten 
thousand niles of internal navigation, and more thar 
two thousand milcs of permanent roads, besides 
those already compicted in the several states, and 
such temporary roads through the more improved 
territorics as might serve for travelling and fo. 
transporting the mails. sn 
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The expence to the United States, taken at 10 /only navigating vehicle—with this man was contea‘, 


millions of dollars, supposing,7 millions applied to 
the canals and 3 millions to the roads, (if an actual 
expenditure,) wauld be only 700 dollars per mile 
for the canals, and 1500 dollars per mile for the 
9000 miles of permanent roads: but when it is 
considered that these sums may not be, strictly 
speaking, expended, but merely invested by sub- 
scription in canal and road stocks which would ulti- 
mately rise to par value, the contrast hetween the 
magnitude of the object, and that of the capital 
employed, becomes still more strikingly obvious. 
Nor will these views of the subject appear exag- 
erated if we recur to the extent of the navigation | 
proposed to be opened, and consider that most of | 





| building of a house? 


until necessity discovered and experience improved 
the use of instruments. Is it not remarkable that 
in our present advanced state of civilization and 
science, man is still little inclined to profit by his 
reason and intelligence, but disposed always to wait 
the mandate of necessity ? : 

Why should an improved inland nevigation be 
any more a theory than a turnpike road or the 
di Merely because we are more 
familiar with the latter than with the former. But, 
in Europe, a canal navigation is as familiarly known 
to experience as a ship, a house, or a turnpike; and 
we have the means of profiting by all the experience 
of Lurope—-with the materials and inducements ~ 

























it would be well adapted for steam vessels; and 
that the recent origin, the present state, and pro-|soon become familiar to us as turnpike roads have 
bable improvement of these cannot, if successful, | become, if we can only be prevailed upon to attempt 
fuil to give to all large rivers, bays, and lakes in|them in earnest. : 
the United States, in an improved state, all the ad-| -If sea vessels entering the harbors of Boston and 
vantages of navigable canals of the best artificial | New-York respectively, could continue their voy- 
construction. ages inland, without interruption—from the former 
In Great Britain more than 100 millions of dol-|to St. Mary’s, in Georgia, from the latter to Lake 
lars have been laid out in constructing about 1000 | Erie, and thence to New-Orleans, would there re- 
miles of canal navigation, (that of rivers being littie} main a doubt of the advantages of such an inland 
sa it is considered of great national ad-|navigation? Would there be found in the United 


which no coantry of Europe possesses—they will 








How much stronger are the induce-| States a single voice to oppose the purchase, if they 
, . ito . y ° . d 4 4 
he in the if atbongen to employ a tenth part were to be obtained for ten or even twenty millions? 
oft «: = in effecting an object of ten times the} Yet — reg greater advantages are clearly within 
ma ni ude! } our reac 1 or ten 4 ba . - . 
rt he committee might enumerate various other plied as to seupe the cotipleciia of Guraeakal ot 
considerations in detail, but ‘2 not deemed ne- improvement, by roads and canals, to which the 
cessary lo do so, since they will be comprised in natural advantages of this country invite our atten- 
ihe general importance of inland navigation and)tion. A steam navigation would be rendered practi- 
intercourse in the United States, which will now, cable, not only between the distant points just men- 
. ae ° " . . 1 . - ; 

be briefly considered. Internal intercourse is ce- tioned, but in all our bays, lakes and largest rivers 
pendent upon internal navigation, in a greater or|—a navigation decidedly superior to that of sea- 
less degree, according to the extent of territory;!vessels, in all narrow channels, as may be inferred 
31 Tt. : 1 @¢. . £ -¢ an ae 7 * rs ee 
an the ages meen hr it must, us has been not only from the nature of things, but from the im- 
assume gp ae y upon this mean; con-| portant fact, that while yet in its infancy it has, in 
sequently the subject must in the United States|a great measure, supplanted the long established 
possess a degree of importance unknown in other|use of sea-vessels in most of the bays and large 
countries in a political point of view; and must be/rivers of the United States. A detail of the advan- 
ree cy with peference to this principle in con. | tages of such a navigation to the United States, as a 
a with every other advantage to be derived | community, will not be attempted, becausean enue 

rom it. : | meration and estimate of them is impracticable. A 
_ The general importance of internal navigation | few of the most immediate and prominent effects of 
- be, Saree peo that any vo" Se fur-j|a pies. bing system of improvement, calculated 

icr to ijlustrate it would seem superfiuous, were;to ensure them to o vy. WI 

: ‘y , | : ur country, will be merely no- 
it not r i é j j } ; « y ‘ ; a « os r r . ma . . . . 
ual ~ the fact, that it is an object heretofore | ticed, leaving every mind to imagine, (for imagina- 
ieglected by the United States; a circumstance tion can hardly exaggerate) their multiplicity and 
that can hardly be accounted for on any other|importance. 

at Ms - - . . . . ° ° dal | ‘ - A ‘ 
Sey principle, than that its intrinsic importance | Ast. No sooner will the national government have 
ee 7 some how overlooked, or hidden in the fairly commenced the system, than a general confi- 
ee, ae concerns, or its advantages been | dence In 1ts completion will be inspired—its bene- 
section * behets a rt a ay a guacamig er will be felt “ anticipation, in the value of lands 

; y. Fr iese considerations « few cbserva-|—in an increased activity—on the gener * : 
tions are submitted, in which the chief difficulty is! rity, and conse tly in tl a bs pe al sow ah 
that the : ’ Mek GUMCURLY 18) BAY’, consequently in the revenues of the United 
ed wets sob too cleat to admit of additional) States. Ihese, in an average of ten years, will have 
Ways 4 ye ny pt Si some will al-| been increased beyond what they would have other- 

ound who will c: every thing theory) wise produc , ain sdeiatiedin tas pee 

Which is not actually accomplished & me athce aha | i gh ish bey feeders oor iat “4 
in their own possession; some twenty years aro, | employed in the requisite were Se ee, 
a Was not a turnpike road in the United States, 2d. Its operation will tend to perpetuate the re- 
Pb, 1e “ between Philadelphia and Lancaster was public and the union, dy an indissoluble community 
St % 4 eda theory—There are how in the United | of interests, habits, and attachments—to rive ccle- 
‘ae es some thousand miles of such road; they have rity of movement and consequent efficiency to the 
that ieee and we experience little surprise} military force, as well as an easy exchange and dis-~ 
hap indiv iduals in a single state undertake fearlessly | tribution of the necessaries of life, whenever the 
< extend them over the greatest mountains on the,country may be agaia visited by the calamities of 
ign The building ofa ship and navigating | war. , 
aR ss become familiar in the same manner! 3d. In times of peace or war, it will give a due 
pre! Rtag es he subject of wonder. But the time value to every production of land and Inbor, whe- 
presubly has been when the simplest raft was the ther of agriculture, minerals, forests or fisherics, 0: 
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mechanic arts—promote, by the certainty of reward, 
every well-directed branch of domestic industry— 
the diffusion of science and of morals—the happi- 
ness and comfort of the whole community, by the 
facility of personal and social, as well as commer- 
cial intercourse. 

4th. It cannot fail to add a new and magnified 
importance to our foreign as well as our domestic 
commerce, in making it accessible to all the pro- 
ductions of the most interior parts of this great 
continent, which productions will continually in- 
crease with the population and progress of improve- 
ment. 

Sth. And finally, it would give a new and more 
elevated character to the nation, to the republic— 
in all its domestic concerns—in all its foreign rela- 
tions—in the comfort, happiness, and prosperity of 
its citizens—in ‘the permanence of its free institu- 
tions, and in the incalculable amount of its public 
resources. 

The same principles and considerations which 
serve to direct the attention of the committee, in 
relation to internal navigation, to such routes as 
are of peculiar national importance, will also point 
out those roads which seem to require most imme- 
diately the attention of the federal government, ex- 
clusive of portage-roads already noticed. 

The routes which seem exclusively to claim pub- 
lic and general attention, are 

Ist. From Maine to Louisiana in the general di- 
rection of the sea-coast and main post-road, and pas- 
sing through all the principal sea-ports. The expence 
of a good road upon this route, may vary accord- 
ing to the construction adopted. 

2d. Another object next, if not equal in import- 
ance, would be the improvement, on a less expen- 
sive scale, of certain portions of roads leading to 
the principal naval and military depots and posts, 
and other important points in the interior and upon 
the extremes of t#e union:—the points contem- 
plated, are Sackett’s Harbor; Erie, in Pennsylvania; 
Detroit, in the Michigan Territory; St. Louis, in 
the Missouri Territory; and New-Orleans, in Loui- 
siana. 

It remains for the committee to recapitulate the 
objects of national importance, comprised in this 
report, and to suggest such measures as the gene- 
ral object requires, in their epinion, on the part of 
the national government. 

The prineipal improvements requisite to afford 

the advantages of internal navigation and inter- 
course throughout the United States and its terri- 
tories are: 
1. Canals through four necks of land from Bos- 
ton harbor, to St. Mary’s river, making altogether 
ninety-eight miles, besides a sbort cut or improve- 
ment across Cape Fear, and, as a more distant ob- 
ject, a canal communication, if practicable, from the 
Altamaha, and its waters, to Mobile, and from thence 
to the Mississippi. 

2. A canal from the Hudson or North river to Lake 
Brie; another from that lake to a navigable branch 
of the Ohio; some improvement in the bed of said 
branch, and, probably, in that of parts of the Ohio 


river; and a locksge or other improvement at the, 





falls of Louisville. 


rivers, and one or more Of their respective branches 
at the highest navigable points, and the nearest na- 
vigable points on the correspondent northern and 
western waters. 
road from north to south in the general direction of 
the sea-coast and main post-route: and, 3. Improve- 
ments on a less expensive scale, from some conve- 
nient point on the main road in York state, to the 
principal military and naval posts and stations upon 
the northern frontier of that state; from some con- 
venient point or points on the Ohio, to the principal 
military and naval stations and posts upon the north- 
ern frontier of Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan 
territory; from Detroit to St. Louis, and from thence 
to New-Orleans. 

The measures which appear indispensably requi 
site, in the first instance, are: first, a permanent pro- 
vision for ascertaining, with accuracy, the particular 
route, points, and situations for the best location of 
the proposed improvements, by procuring drafts 
or plots, with explicit written descriptions and ex- 
planations, from actual surveys and levels to be ta- 
ken under the authority of the United States or 
otherwise. 

2d. To provide thenecessary funds for an annual 
expenditure, or application to such improvements 
to such amount as may be fourad advantageous. 

With respect to the particular mode in which a 
portion of the national resources might be mast 
advantageously applied to such objects, that must 
necessarily vary according to the object and exist- 
ing circumstances at the time of expenditure, and 
may be provided for by law from time to time. 
When any object is purely national and an expen- 
diture upon it required by the public interest, this 
would constitute a fit subject for the direct and ex- 
clusive application of money from the national funds 
—Such objects however are believed to be very 
rare; so interwoven are the common with the local 
interests, that the former can hardly be consulted 
any where in relation to interna] intercourse with- 
out affecting the latter in degrees varying accord- 
ing tocircumstances. ‘The necessary existence of 
this principle seems naturally to recommend the 
combination of those interests in the same object 
under such guards and limitations as may effectu- 
ally secure the public. The most eligible means 
to produce this effect, is believed to be the estab- 
lishment ofa suitable fund to be invested for accu- 
mulation until actually required for its object; and 
the subscription on account of the United States, 
for portions of the stock of companies incorporated 
or which may be incorporated under state authori- 
ties, for constructing such roads and canals, or for 
effecting such improvements in navigable waters, as 
shall upon inspection under the authority of the 
United States, be approved by the congress, to be 
paid out of such fund. 

This plan is believed preferable to any other 
which has occurred to the cammittee, in the essen- 
tial points of efficiency aud economy, to be less lia- 
ble to any constitutional doubts, objections or prac- 
tical difficulties, and at the same time retaining in 
the national government a sufficient controling in- 
uence, in the selection of the objects of improve- 
ment, and over the direction, plan, and construction 


3. Improvements by lockgge or otherwise, as the} of the improvement proposed, and in fixing the rates 
ease May require, in each of the principal Atlantic! of tolls and charges. 


ana souufern rivers, and in their respectively eor- 
respondent northern and western waters. 

4. Turnpike or other permanent roads: 

1. Across the mountains or intervening lands, 
where canals are found impracticable or not advan- 
fageaifs, between the principal Atlantic and southern 





Ist. It would be efficient in exciting, encourag- 
ing and calling into activity individual and local 
enterprise. 

2d. It would ensure economy by securing the 
vigilant guarantee of the same individual and loca} 
interest. 





2. A great turnpike or permanent 





Wt te a ee 


-_ - A 



































































or VS ve © 


w 





e 
% 
| 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—BEAUMARCHAIS’ CLAIM. 


54 








3d. Less liable to constitutional doubts, objec-| 
cions, or practical difficulties, because it would nar. 
row the whole constitutional question to the single 
one on which no doubts are known to exist: sim- 
ply, whether the national government may invest 
the public money in permanent stocks?—ani it 
removes all intricacy and difficulty, on the subject 
of repairs, toll-gates, the collection of tolls, and 
punishing depredators on the works. 

4th. A sufficient controling influence will be re- 
tained in the condition proposed to be presented 
to the subscription, that the proposed undertaking 
shall first be approved by the congress. 

It may be further remarked in favor of this mode 
that it excludes every idea of creating in the gene- 
yal government any improper influence of patron- 
age, which some might apprehend from the direct 
application of a large sum of money. 

The only desirable object which the mode pro- 
posed of subscription to stock does not seem to em- 
brace, in the fullest extent, is that of an equiliza. 
tion of the advantages resulting from the applica- 
tion of the national resources to the proposed ob- 
jects among the several states; at even this desira- 
‘ble object it would approximate more nearly than 
would a direct application by the national goverp- 
ment. 

But if it be deemed necessary and practicable, 
more perfectly to secure this object, a distinct and 
separate fund should be provided for the purpose, | 
to be distributed among the states as justice may 
dictate, or according to representation; leaving the 
former to be employed in the mode proposed: 
for if the mode of distribution should be exclusive- 
ly, or even chiefly adopted, and the money given 
over to the exclusive control anc direction of state 
atithorities, it 1s evident that the national interests 
cannot ke exclusively or even chiefly consulted; 
they would be abandoned so far as the subject of 
internal facilities of intercourse extends to the 
state governments—a course which, if the objects in 
question be of national importance, and which it is 
believed few or none can doubt, would not be jus- 
tified by the constitution of the United States. 

With the foregoing remarks, and reserving for 
an additional report such further details as the ma- 
terials which the committee possess, and may be 
enabled to collect during the remainder of the ses- 
sion, the following resolution is submitted: 


received the amount thereof from the general government, in trea - 
sury notes, or had made such representation for the purpese of ob- 
taining the loan from this corporation, and afterwards withheld 
such treasury notes, which imputation may; in the lapse of tine, 
when facts shall be torgotten, throw a stain upon the reputation of 
a magistrate, who has, in a distinguished manner, entitled himself 
to pe ic confidence. ‘ : 
nd inasmueh as it is now a well known truth, that the said snm 

of 400,000 dollars, agreed to be paid by the government of the United 
States to this corporation, or the treasury notes to be pledged 
therefor, were at no time in the hands of his excellency, but re- 
mained constantly in the national treasury, until the said loan was 
paid by the United States to this board, with interest, the receipt of 
which appears by the documents of this board. ‘Theretore, 

Resolved, That, appreciating, as we do, the disinterested and pa- 
triotic interference of his excellency, in procuring for us, at a season 
of great danger to our city, the previous guarantee of the general 
rovernment for the said loan, we deeply regret that the said report 
should have been placed upon our files, and we order that the ori- 
gina] report be destroyed, and that the copy thereof, with the pro- 
ecedings thereon, be expunged from the minutes of this 

On agreeing to the same the votes stood as follows : ' 

Affirmative—Mr. Riker, recorder, aldermen Conrey, Smith, Al 
burtis, Buckmaster, Burtus, Munson, Messrs. Brown, Stone, 
M‘Queen, Ackerly, Thorp, Cooper-- 13. 

Negative— Aldermen Coles, Mapes, Lawrence, Fish, Messrs. Loril- 
lard, Udderhill, Taliman—7. 

Mr. Jay was absent. 

Alderman Mapes requested to be excused from voting on the 
question, not heing present when the resolution was inoved, and n 
having heard the debate thereon, but the board refused his request. 








Navy Pension Fund. 


We have the detailed report of the commission- 
ers of the Navy Pension Fund, in 22 folio pages. 
The following particulars are those only which ap- 
pear of general use, 

The nominal account of stock on the books of 
the treasury to the credit of the commissioners, is 
$558,600 43:—The nominal amount of bank stock 
belonging to the fund is $91,160 00, which cost 
98,703 10: $37,800 United States stock, of 1814, 
also remained on the books of the commissioner of 
loans, at Philadelphia. 

The receipts, on account of the United States’ 
stock, for the year 1816, amounted to $54,511 31. 

The amount of monies drawn for, on account of 
this fund, for the year 1816, is $36,144 65. 

The monies not included in the treasurer’s ac- 
counts, and including the balance in hand (not 
vested in stocks) consisting of prize monies, divi- 
dends on bank stock, &c. amounts to $72,967 32. 

Then follows a list of the navy pensioners, shew- 
ing their names, rank, residence, and amount of pen- 
sion. The highest on the list are com. Barney and 
the widows of captains Lawrence and Blakely, at 





Resolved, That the president of the United States | 
be requested to take measures for ascertaining, as | 
far as practicableyand report to this house at the) 
next and every subsequent session of congress, such | 
roads, canals, and improvements in water courses 
as are required in 2 general system of inland navi-! 
gation and intercourse throughout the extent of 


the United States and the territories thereof, best | 


adapted to facilitate the intercourse necessary for 
personal, commercial, and military purposes. 








Governor Tompkins. 


From the National Advocate. 


50 dollars, per month—the next highest, captain 
Baker, at 37 50—several at 30 and 20 dollars, and 
some as low as two dollars per month. The ave- 
rage of the whole is from eight to ten dollars. 

The amount disbursed to widows and orphans, 
during the year, was $5,062. 7 








Beaumarchais’ Claim. 
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 
To the senate and house of representatives of thr 
United States. 
The envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of his most christian majesty, having re- 





The following is the preamble and resolution adopted by the eom- 
mon council [of New-York] on Monday evening last, [the 10th 
February] on motion of the hon. Richard Riker, recorder of the 
city: 

Whereas a resolution was snbmitted in common council on the 
6th November, 1315, in the werds following—“2Resolved, Uthat the 
committee of defence be requested to report, by the next meeting 
of this board, the nature, progress and present state, of the loan of 
400,000 dollars, made to the governor of this state on the 23d of 
December last, and the security agreed to be given therefor;” and 
an pursuance of Such resolution, a part of the said committee did, 
on the 2Csh of the said month, make their report in writing, which 
hath been entered at length upen the minutes of this board. 

And whereas the said report does, in the opinion of this common 
council, unjustly impeach the conduct of his excellency, Daniel D. 
Cempkine, in relation to the said Joan. by insinuating that he had 


newed, under special instructions from his gover:- 
ment, the claim of the representative of Caron De 
Beaumarchais, for one million of livres, which were 
debited to him in the settlement of his accounts 
with the United States, I lay before congress copies 
of the memoir on that subject, addressed by the 
said envoy to the secretary of state. 

Considering that the sum, of which the miilion 
of livers in question made a part, was a gratititous 
grant from the French government to the United 
States, and the declaration of that government that 
that part of the grant was put in the hands of M. De 
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Beaumarchais as its agent, not as the agent of the 
United States, and was duly accounted for by him 
to the French government: considering, also, the 
concurring opinions of two attorneys-general of the 
United States, that the said debit was not legally 
sustainable in behalf of the United States, I recom- 
mend the case to the favorable attention of the le- 
gislature, whose authority alone can finally decide 
on it. JAMES MADISON. 
January 31, 1817. 








ee 


Foreign Articles, 


ENGLAND, &c. 

So fearful js the British government of the people, 
that lord Sidmouth wrote to the lord mayor of L.on- 
don to dissuade him from the usual procession, cem- 
monly called “the lord mayor’s shew”—but without 
effect. Lord Sidmouth then protested against his 
passage through a part of the city of Westminster, 
and the lord mayor (Mr. Wood) protested against 
lord Sidmouth’s protest, and persisted in maintain- 
ing the usual custom. 

Among the prisoners released by the Algerines 
was an Englishman who had been absent from hcme 
26 years. When he went away he owned three fields 
at Brighton; these had been sold during his absence, 
and are now nearly covered with houses, among 
which is one belonging to the prince regent. He has 
haid claim to his property. 

EAST-INDIES. 

Large quantities of raw cotton are shipping for 
England, &c.—1000 bales have just arrived in the 
Wnited States from Calcutta. , 

There has been a dreadful storm at Amboyna, 
which destroyed every grove of nutmeg and clove 
trees. It is said that it will require seven or eight 
vears to supply their place—so that the price of 
these commodities is expected to be greatly en- 
hanced for some years to come. | 

The natives of New-Holland are at war with the 
British settlements there. A voyage of discovery 
has been made round Wan Dieman’s land. The 
Christian missionaries in the Society Islands are re- 
ported very successful in their labors. The wo- 
men are 2ow allowed to eat pork at Otaheite—and 
it is said to be difficult to procure a cargo of it 
there! 
> 200 men of the 87th British regiment were sick in 
diospital at Cawnpore. 

A British sloop of war had arrived at Calcutta 
from England, with 500,000 dollars on board 

The late United States’ brig Siren is advertised | 





for sale at Calcutta. There was a very large quan- 
tity of shipping at that port. | 
‘“‘spANISH AMERICA.” 

A British frigate is said to have arrived at Havana| 


under Bonaparte, is said to have arrived at St. Tho- 
mas’, destined, as is supposed, to assist the patri- 
ots of Mexico or South America. 

The royalists have collected in considerable force 
at the city of Caracas. 

HAYTT. 

Eleven armed vessels lately sailed from Port au 
Prince, destination unknown—probably for the coast 
of “Spanish America.” : 

BRITISH AMERICA, 

Montreal, January 28.—We are informed that late 
and important news was received yesterday in this 
city, from the North-West, by which it appears that 
the scenes of carnage that have formerly glutted 
that country, have not terminated; it ig said that 
an officer, belonging to the Hudson Bay Company, 
has been murdered. 

BONAPARTE. 

_ The following may serve as a specimen of the gos- 
sip-paragraphs that are circulated all over Europe 
about Napoleon: 

Manheim, .Vovember 1.—A public newspaper con- 
tains the following from Paris:—“The French com- 
missary at St. Helena, M. Montchenu, has lately 
sent to his court a report of the incidents that have 
occurred at the island since his arrival there, in 
which the following anecdote, among others, has 
created much laughter:—Bonaparte had, since his 
residence at St. Helena, formed an acquaintance with 
the daughter of a notary, whe isa very lively girl— 
so much so, that she has been reckoned a litile 
cracked. With this young woman Bonaparte was 
lately alone in a room, when she took intaher head 


to draw a sword, which stood in one corner, out of 


its scabbard, to put herself in the posture of a fenc- 
ing master, and to push at Bonaparte with the point 
of it, crying out lustily, “now defend yourself !’’— 
Bonaparte, who at first took this assault for a joke, 
but scon saw the girl pressing upon him in earnest, 
flew behind an arm-chair; and here the former ruler 
of the world called to the sentinels, who rescued 
him from Lis peril. Lascasses, Bonaparte’s secre- 
tary, reproached the young woman for her hostile 


| purposes, inasmuch as he said Bonaparte really loved 


her, and that she made a very bad return for his 
affection. The girl haughtily replied—He love me! 
No, he never loved any one; it is not in his nature.” 








-_-= 


Memorials on Manufactures. 


Fhe Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, and 
other memorials to congress on manufictures, well 
deserve places in the WrekLy Reerster; but, really, 
we have not reom forthem. The effect of the British 
system, exposed by Mr. Brougham in parliament, 


jappears to have reached even Pittsburg, where 


some very considerable branches of business have 


to demand the specie saved from the British sloop | been destroyed or partially suspended—others be- 
of war Tay, lately wrecked on the coast of Mexico.|ing annihilated before they were completely in 
The Spanish authoritics refuse to give it up on the joperation. ‘Two-thirds of the inhabitants of Pitts- 
ground that it had been illegally shipped from Vera | burg are supported by manufactures. 
Cruz. | Acommittec of the legislature of New-York, (says 
A letter from gen. Miva, to his friend in Balti-!a Boston paper) has made a report in favor of en- 
more, dated Galvestown, Dec. 23, has been publish-|couraging domestic manufactures. It is proposed 
ed. He says—“the accounts received from the in-/to instruct members of congress to endeavor to 
terior are either satisfactory or they are promising; have the duties on woolens and cottons increased 
and I cannot describe my anxiety to be among those or their importation partially prohibited—to recom- 
brave patriots.” | 'mend to public officers to clothe themselves with 
Sir Gregor M‘Gregor, who so long vexed the roy-| American clothes—and it is also proposed to ex- 
alists of Venezuela, arrived in Baltimore a few days empt manufactures from taxation, and manufactur- 
ago. No reasons are assigned either for his leaving | ers from juror, militia, and other public duties. 
the patriots or as to his business here. | The conimittce say, Britain to support her woolen 


A French merchant vessel, with 30,000 stand of, manufactories, has taxed the living and dictated 
aris, and several distinguished officers who served *the shrouds of the dead! ” 
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éaVhile on this subject, [that of domestic ma-| 
hufactures—says the Albany Argns] we will relate 
an incident which happened during the war, on the 
authority of a gentleman who was present. Gen. 

Rial and capt. Wilson, of the British army, who 

were then prisoners in Berkshire, were viewing a 

spacious brick woolen factory, just going into ope- 

ration, in company with an American patriot: they 
manifested much disquietude and jealousy, and at 
length gen. Rial broke forth with Warmth—* You 
may as well stop where you are, and save your mo- 
ney; for depend upon it, we will destroy all your 
manufactories as soon as peace takes place.” The 

American indignantly asked—*Not by fire, I trust” 

“No:” replied Rial—“but a few millions cterling, 

more or less, will be no object to our government, to root 

up your manufactures in the bud.” 
SPEECH OF MR. BRIGGS. 

The following is extracted from a speech delivered 
by Mr. Isaac Briggs, at Wilmington, Del. on the 
15th inst. to a numerous meeting of manufacturers 
and others desirous of promoting the interests of 
manufactures in the United States—introductory 
to laying before it a draft of a constitution for the 
“Delaware Manufacturing Company :” 

“J take it for granted, that we are perfectly 





unanimous in the conviction that agriculture is 
the primary and principal interest of our country—| 
the corner stone—the foundation of our national 
prosperity. To this sentiment I anticipate not a sin-' 
gle objection, in the present assembly. But agri-| 
culture cannot perform its operations without tools | 
—and these tools must be manufactured Those| 
employed in its operations must be fed and clothed | 
—it can feed them, but those clothes must be manu- | 
factured. They must have habitations—and those | 
habitations must be manufuctured. All tlis is incon-| 
trovertibly true; but this manufacturing can be done, 


labor is performed—goes to intrease the circulating’ 
medium, the wealth and strength and give activity 
to the industry and augment the population of a 
foreign nation, and to enféeble and impoverish our 
own—to create a destructive and accumulating b2a- 
lance against us, and to diffuse amongst us the poi- 
son of a foreign influence. : 

A nation*vholly agricultural cannot long exist as 
a free people. A foreign manufacturing nation 
would soon impoverish it, and then reduce it to 
colonial dependence. A nation, in which agrical- 
ture, manufactures, and domestic commerce, are 
cultivated in just proportion, deriving from each 
other mutual encouragement and support—a nation 
supplying all its wants from its own industry, is that 
in which labor will always be most productive— 
is that which will maintain the greatest population 
in a given space, and which will be the most pros- 
perous, free and happy, and the only one which can 
remain independent. It will stand like the pyra- 
mid on its broad base; no force from within can 
overturn it, and the tempest from without will 
assail it in vain, ? 

Our country is not yet in this happy condition. 
—We have not yet attained to this equilibrium of 
interests. We have imprudently launched into 
enormous importations of foreign manufactures— 
like “‘buyers of bargains,” or like children in a toy- 
shop, ‘we have spent our money for that which is 
not bread, and our labor for that which satistieth 
not,”’—and we are poor and in debt. 

In common with our brethren in other parts of 
the United States, we are disposed to make a pause 
in this career of folly, and to scek a remedy for sa. 
great an evil—a preventive of the danger that threat- 
ens us, is the object of the present meeting. 

I propose that we form ourselves into a society 


and for that purpose adraft ofa constitution is pre- 


in a foreign country, say some—let us employ our- pared for your consideration, which I ask leave to 


selves exclusively in agriculture, and send its pro-) 
ductions to purchase those tools and clothing made | 


lay on your table.” 
(The draft was then taken up andl considered, 


in a distant land—for it is universally admitted that/and unanimously adopted as the constitution of the 


it is impossible to carry on agriculture without the} 
aid of manufactures. It is all important to us that) 
we closely and fairly examine this proposition. | 

The raw materials out of which our clothing is} 
made (and our clothing constitutes the principal | 


amount) are to be sure the produce of agriculture, | 


society. ] 





CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 
Friday &eb. 14.—The senate resumed the eon- 





and are on an average, worth about one tenth part|sideration of the bill to amend the act of last ses- 
of the price paid for the same materials when ma-'sion, authorising the payment for property lost, 
nufactured. For every dollar’s worth of this pro-| captured or destroyed in the military service. 


duce, when returned to us in a manufactured form, | 


A motion was made to reconsicer the vote by 


we must pay ten dollars; one doilar has been puid| which the senate refused to strike cut the first sec- 


to the cultivator for the original price—two dollars! tiou of the bill; which reconsideration was agreed 


must be paki for freight, insurance, commissions, | to by the following rote: 


and merchants’ profits—two dollars in duties to our! 


Yreas—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Chace, 


on government—and five dollars for the wages of| Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Hardin, Horsey, How- 


labor in manufacturing. 


fell, Hunter, King, Masan, of Va. Noble, Ruggles, 


I do not pretend that this calculation is mathe-! Talbot, Tichenor, Wells, Williams—19. 


matically correct to a fraction, but I am persuaded 


Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Condit, Gaillard, Har- 


bd . . . > . my . j * 
It is sufficiently so to afford a solid foundation for|}son, Lacock, Macon, Mason, N. H. Morrow, Ro- 
my argument, and [ have chosen it for its simplicity; berts, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Tait, ‘laylor, 


—for when I see a politician raising a cloud of}’ 


mystery about the science of national economy, anc | 


fhompson, Troup, Varnum, Wilsen—18. 
The question then recurring on striking out the 


volving it in a labyrinth of technical terms, he ap-| first section, was decided as follows: 


. . . ' 
| pa to me to resemble the fish which is said to| 


Yeas—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Chase, 


ave the power of discoloring and obscuring the| Daggeit, Dana, Fromentin, Goidsboreugh, Han- 

element in which he swims, in order to escape/son, Hardin, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, King, Ma- 
detection, or more easily to seize his unsuspecting/son, of Va. Noble, Ruggles, Talbot, Tichenors 
prey. Admitting the calculation then to be suffi-) Wells, Williams—29. 


ciently correct and simple, to give a clear and just| 


Nays—Messrs. Campbe!l, Condit, Gaillard, La- 


is pra for the wages of Ixbor—is pitid wire that) Trop, Varaom, Wilboh17. 


view of the subject, it is plain that at least half the/cock, Macon, Mason, of N. H. Morrow, Roberts, 
value of our importations of manufactured articles; Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Tait, Toyl»r, Thompson, 
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So the motion succeeded to strike out the first 
section of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Daggett, the bill was then re- 
ferred to a select committee, with instructions “to 
- .nform the bill to the amendment made by strik- 
mg out the first section, and so as to retain the 
amendments already made by the senate, not in- 
consistent with the above instructions 

Monday, Feb. 17.—Several motions were sub- 
mitted, and bills passed through various stages. 

Among the motions was one by Mr Mason of 
New-Hampshire, to instruct the military committee 
to bring in a bill to reduce the army to the num- 
bev of five thousand men; which proposition will 
come up to-morrow. 

Mr. Hanson having made an unsuccessful motion 
to discharge the committee of finance from the 
consideration of the petitions of the unchartered 
banks of Washington, and Georgetown, and refer 
the same to a select committee— 

Mr. /Masou, of New-Hampshire submitted the 
following resolution for consideration, which lies 
on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of finance be in- 
structed to report to the senate a bill providing 
for the establishment of a bank, within the city of 
Washington, with a capital, equal to the sums, 
which, by a-certain time to be specified, shall be 
subscribed and actually paid. ‘To be not less than 
one million nor more than three millions of dollars. 
Two thirds of which may be paid in the funded 
debt of the United States, and the other third in 
specie. And giving to the several banking associ- 
ations now existing within the District of Colum- 
bia the prior right of subscribing for so much of 
said capital as shall be equal to the joint stock of 
such associations respectively. 

Resolved further, Vhat the said committee report 
a bill prohibiting after a certain time to be therein 
named, under suitable penalties, the making and 
issuing, by any unauthorised association or indivi- 
dual within said district, notes or bills with intent 
to cause the same to be ci:culated and received in 
payment in like manner as the notes and bills of 
incorporated banks usually are circulated and re- 
ceived in payment. 

Tuesday, Feb. 18. Mr. Fromentin offered a re- 
solution which had for its object the erection of a 
suitable building for the congressional library. 

Some other proceedings were had, and the senate 


went into the consideration of executive business. 


Wednesday, Feb. 19. Mr. Williams submitted for 
consideration a resolution in the following werds: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before the senate a copy of the 
correspondence between the government of the 
United States and the government of Spain, rela- 
tive to the subjects of controversy between the 
two nations, except such part as he may deem im- 
proper to disclose. 

[The object of this motion (says the National In- 
teliigeneer) may be inferred from its words. We 
wish we may be deceived by common report, in be- 
lieving that the information this resolution will pro- 
duce is of more importance than is generally ¢x- 
pected. On this subject, however, a day or two 
wili probably enlighten us. ] 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, February 14.—Mr. Wewton, from the com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures, reported a 
bill to repeal so much of the act to regulate the 
duties on imports and tonnage, as limits the duty 
of 23 rer cent. ad valorem on certain goods, to the 


30th of June, 1819; which was twice read and com: 
mitted, 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the acting-seeretary of war in reply to the resolu- 
tion requesting him to report the reasons why the 
nulitia fines incurred under the late call of the mi- 
litia into the service of the United States, are not 
finally collected. [Stating, that by reference to the 
acts of congress, of ‘eb. 28, 1795, and the 2d Feb. 
1813, the war department has no control in relation 
to the collection of fines assessed by courts martial, 
appointed for the trial of delinquent militia men, 
and therefore the department cannot furnish the in- 
formation required by the resolution. } 

On motion of Mr. Parres, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay befure the house any information in tke pos- 
scssion of that department, relative to the claims of 
the state of Massachusetts for payment of the ex- 
pences of the militia ordered out by the executive 
authority of that state during the late war. 

Mr. Williams, of N.C. offered the folowing reso- 
lution: 

fesolved, That the internal duties be repealed, 
and that the committee of ways and means be in- 
structed to report a bill for that purpose. 

_ ‘The question of considering the resolution, was de- 
cided in the atlirmative, by yeas and nays—84 to 34. 

After some debate and remarks on the resolution, 
the house proceeded, ayes 73, noes 72, to the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Cannon then moved that the order of the day, 
being the report of the committee of the whole on 
the general appropriation bill, be laid on the table 
for the purpose of taking up the resolution declar- 
ing it expedient to reduce the army. 

The house, however, took up the appropriation 
bill, which, being amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. [Read the third time 
next day, and passed. ] 

The bill from the senate, authorising the sale of 
certain grounds belonging to the United States in 
the wg of Washington, was read the third time and 
passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the military 
service, (discussed in committee of whole) was re- 
ported to the house. 

Saturday, February 15.—The speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the acting secretary to war, 
transmitting the required information respecting 
the expences of the military academy at West Point, 
from 1801 to 1816, the number of students educated 
there, and the number of those who have been ap- 
pointed officers in the army. 

Various resolutions were offered, which shall be 
noticed in their progress. 

‘rhe house then again resolved itself into a com: 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Bassett in the chair, on 
the unfinished business of yesterday—being the bill 
making appropriations for the military establish- 
ment for the year 1817. 

Some changes in the bill were made by the com: 
mittee, which also teok up the bills making appro- 
priations for the army and navy, all which under- 
went a course of investigation—and being reported 
to the house with the amendments, were ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee, appointed on 
the part of the house, in pursuance of tlie joint re 
solution of the two houses, on the subject of count- 
ing the votes for president and vice president af 
the United States, made areport, which wasordér= - 
ed to be printed. 
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Monday, Feb. 17.—Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill supple- 
mentary to an act entitled “an act further to amend 
the several acts for the establishment and regula. 
tion of the treasury, war and navy departments,’ 
which was twice read and committed. — 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of the military establishment for the year 
1817; the engrossed bill making additional appro- 
priations to defray the expence of the army and mi- 
litia during the late war with Great Britain; the en- 
grossed bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy of the United States for the year 1817, 
were severally read the third time and passed. 

The house then proceeded to consider the pro- 
position, submitted by Mr. Williams a few days 
ago, that it is expedient to repeal the internal duties. 

The discussion of this subject occupied the re- 
mainder of the day. Much debate was had, but 
nothing decided, when the house adjourned at « 
late hour. 

Tuesday, Feb. 18.—Mr. H. Nelson from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, to whom an enquiry en the 
subject had been referred, reported that it is inex- 
pedient to multiply the newspapers in which the 
acts of congress are published. This report was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Ingham, from the committee on the post- 
roads, reported a bill allowing the privilege of 
franking to James Madison during the remainder 
of his life, which was twice read and ordered to a 
third reading to-morrow. 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from governor Plumer, transmitting a map of New- 
Hampshire, for the use of the house of represen- 
tatives. 

On motion of Mr. King, of Mass. the following 
resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee en foreign relations 
be instructed to report to the house such measures 
as they may judge necessary, to regulate the im- 
portation of plaster of Paris, and to countervail the 
regulations of any other nation, injurious to our 
own, relating to that trade. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 


resolution moved by Mr. Williams, to repeal the | 








the National Intelligencer it appears that the deb ite 
was “personal and acrimonious.” 

Thursday, Feb. 20. Mr. 1. Wilson, from the oom- 
mittee on roads and canals, made a further report 
which was read: and Mr W. reported a bill to au- 
thorize the secretary of the treasury to subscribe in 
behalf of the United States, for shares in the ca- 
pital stock of certain canal companies therein men- 
tioned; which was twice read and committed. 

The speaker laid before the house a bill from 
the acting secretary of war, transmitting the in- 
formation required by the resolution of the 15th 
instant, relative to a mutiny in the late 38th regi- 
ment of infantry, which was read. 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the acting secretary of war, transmitting in- 
formation relative to the claims of the state of Mas- 
sachusetts, for payment of the expences of the mili- 
tia ordered out by the executive authority of that 


| State during the late war; which was erdered to lie 


on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Goldsborourzh, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce and 
manufactures, be instructed to inquire whether any, 
and, if any, what measures may be necessary to be 
adopted in consequence of the great failure of the 
corn crop in the past year. : 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be reported to the next 
session of congress such measures as he may deem 
most effectual for the security of the country waters 
ed by the Chesapeake bay and its tributary streams, 
against the maritime force of an enemy. 

The annual pension bill was refused to be taken 
up, and the house proceeded further to consider 
the resolution about the repeal of the internal du- 
ties. 

There was much debate on the various questions 
that arose—a question to lay the resolution on the 
table was negatived—77 to 78. A motion to post- 
pone the subject until the next session was also ne- 
gatived—77 to 83. A motion to include im it the re- 
peal the duty on salt, was carried—91 to 67. The 
louse adjourned at 5 o*clock. 

T7We have thought it useless to detail those 
proceedings for we cannot believe they will amount 


internal duties; after debate, a motion to postpone |to any thing—at this stage of the session. 


the subject indefinitely was negatived—for it 59, | 
agaist it 94; and the subject was further discussed | 


until a late hour. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19.—After a good deal of other 
business— 

On motion of Mr. Atherton, the house proceeded 
to consider the proposition to amend the rules and 
orders of the house submitted by him on the 8th 
inst.; and the same being amended was agreed to 
by the house as follows: 


“It shall be the duty of the several committees | 


on public expenditure, to enquire whether any 
ces belonging to the branches or departments, 
spectively, 
their duty 





In Senate, Feb. 20. “Vhe aet concerning the 
navigation of the United States” was ordered to a 
third reading. 





CHRONICLE. 


Paulding, Van Wart and Williams.—We have now 
what we consider an entirely satisfactory refutation 


| of colonel anes charges against the captors 


of Andre, which shall be published next week. 
Lhe copture of Andve—Mr. Tanner, in conjunction 
with other celebrated artists at Philadelphia, has 


offi-| issued proposals for publishing a superb print, from 

re-/a painting by Sully, of the capture ot mzjor Andre, 
concerning whose expenditures it is| by Paulding, Williams and Van Wart. ‘The size of 
to enquire, have become useless, or unne-; the engraving 


g is to be 24 by 18 inches—proof im- 


cessary, and to report from time to time of the ex-| pressions, seven dollars and a half; others at five 


pediency of modifying or abolishing the same; also, | 
to examine into the pay and emoluments of all ofh- | 
ces under the laws. of the United States, and to re-| 


port from time to time 


may require.” 
r'he house proceeded to the considerat 


resolution offered by Mr. beidiame, 
the internal duties. 


rms A ‘ * . e 
This subject again occupied the whole of the day | happened for the last half-century.” 
in debate, Nothing decided. From a paragraph in! 


jtime, at 2 deg. below, and oa the 15th at 4. 
ion of the) 


for the repeal A 


dollars. We heartily wish these accomplished artists 
complete success in this well-timed undertaking. 
Cold.— The weather las been exceedingly cold for 


such a reduction or increase | several weeks past. On the 13th instant, at suy-rise, 
‘ereof, as a just economy and the public service | 


the mercury stood at 0; on the 14th, at the same 
At 
Northampton, in Mass. on the 10th, it was at 20 
below 0. The St. Lawrence is frozen over as low as 
St. Vallier, “a circumstance which has not beforé 
The ice in 
Potomac, oppesite to Alexanuyfy is 15 inches thick, 
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and Jamés river, at Richmond, is completely bridg- 


Lhe navy.—The commissioners of the navy aré 


ed by ice. It is though to be the severest winter we/advertising for supplies of live-oak timber, cut to 


have had for many years. 


moulds, for the frames of line of battle ships and 


Extract ofa letter from a gentleman of great respec-/ frigates. 


tability in New-Jersey, who had lately visited 


Captain Warrington, of the navy, has been treated 


cape May, to his friend (a member of congress) in| with a ball, &c. at Norfolk, graced by all the beauty 


Washington city. 


“We have lately had very cold weather. As far 


and fashion of the place. 
General Gaines* passed through Fayetteville. A- 


as the eye can reach at sea from cape Island, nO} company of infantry and troop o cavalry turned out 


water can beseen. Immense quantities of cod fish 


have been thrown upon the shores dead——many 


thousand waggon loads may be got on the seven 


to honor him, and he was politely invited to remain 
|and partake of'a public entertainment—which; how- 
ever, he very handsomely declined—time not per- 


mile beach; (a few miles from the point of cape May,| imitting a delay. 


on the sea shore side) and the ducks have suffered 


so much and have become so impotent, that a dog 


will take three or four hundred of a day, but they 
are not eatable, they are so very poor.” 

The Bank of Kentucky stands as follows, by the 
report to the house of representatives: 

Capital stock, ‘ : - $2,677,775 10 

Debts due, ‘ ; ; . 4,087,740 81 

Deposits incash, . 1,564,326 11 

Notes in circulation, 1,897,557 83 

Cash on hand, P ‘ 1,233,148 64 

Kentucky canal.—The Louisville Correspondent 
says—“In January, 1815, Mr. LZ. Baldwin, an engi- 
neer of high reputation, from Boston, was employed 
by the Ohio canal company of this state, to survey 
the ground for a canal round the Falls at this place, 
and report its practicability and expence. Mr. B. 
accordingly did so, and bored through the various 
strata along the route, and minutely examined the 
ground, in company with Mr. J. Brooks, well known 
for his zeal, his application, and ability on this sub- 
ject. This latter gentleman was indeed a martyr to 
his desire for a canal round this stupendous obstacle 
which almost alone mars the excellence of “La 
Belle Riviere,” or the beautiful river, as the French 
discoverers called it. On this data the expence of 
2 good and permanent canal for keel boats, exclusive 
of the price of the land, was estimated at $240,000.” 

The Spaniards.—Some of the “adored” Ferdi- 
nand’s cruizers have been exceedingly violent to, 
and have fired upon, several of our merchant ves- 
sels, apparentlywithout the least cause. - 

Specie payments.—bhe banks in the District of 
Columbia paid specie, as the rest, on the 20th inst. 

Salaries —A proposition is before the legislature 
of New-York to reduce the salaries of several offi- 
cers of the state, calculated to make an annual sav- 
ing in the whole of 16,591 dollars per apnum; in- 
cluding the abolishment of some offices. 

Aaval—Lieut.Tayloe, of the navy, and lieut.Hmd- 
man, of the marines, have arrived at New-York, from 
Gibraltar, via Cadiz. ‘There had been no late news 
from our squadron; the frigate United States and 
Sloop Ontario were at Malaga; the rest at Port Ma- 
hon, on their way to Algiers. 

Mr. Mead, late United States consul at Cadiz, so 
Jeng imprisoned, was to be released the day the 
vessel deft that port. 

Wealth of New-York.—The total valuation of real 
and personal estates in the several counties of that 
state, returned to the comptroler’s office in 1815, 
amotints in the aggregate to two Aundred and ninety. 
three millions, eight hundred and eighty-two thousand 
iwo hundred and twenty-four dollars. 

State prison at Auburn.—The walls of the state pri- 
son at Auburn, New-York, will enclose §ve acres of 
ground. The prison will be in front 276 feet, and 
40 feet deep, with wings of the same depth extending 


’ 


W. C. C. Cluiborne, late governor of Louisiana, 
has been elected a senator of the United States for 
that state. -Wicholas Vandyke has been, in like man- 
ner, elected from Delaware. 

Isaac H. Williamson, esq. has-been elected gover- 
nor of New-.Jersey, vice M. Dickerson, appointed a 
senator of the United States. 7 

‘the ship Union, belonging to William Gray, esq. 
of Boston, has arrived from Calcutta. Her cargo, in 
part, consists of 4500 boxes of sugar, 1014 bales of 
raw cotton, 1080 bagss of ginger, 1260 bags ofteoffeey 
and some silk and cotton piece goods. 

At William and Mary college, as well as at Prince- 
ton, there has been a rebellion or'riot. Much is saict 
in the newspapers of the wars between professors 
and students. 

British goods.—A Boston shop-keeper mentions a 
variety of British goods, which he will sell “law- 
ful for sterling”—1i. e. the “currency” of Massachu- 
setts against the sterling of England, shilling for 
shilling, of the invoice. This is about 25 per eent 
less than the invoice price, besides duties and char» 


ges. 








End of the volume. 


The present number closes the 11th volume 6F 
the Werrxty ReeisteEr, and brings round another 
annual period for a settlement of dues between the 
editor and his subscribers, tor which purpose the 
little bills have been prepared as usual. The index 
for it will be given with the next, or next suc- 
ceeding, number. : 
Notwithstanding our efforts to compress into this 
volume all the documents and public papers that 
belenged to its period, several long pieces are lay- 
ing over. Among them are the messages of the go- 
vernors of two or three states. All which, however, 
may soon be expected to have a place in the Re- 
GISTER. 

The body of the documents, which always pres 
sent themselves during the sittings of congress, has 
also prevented that earnest attention to statistical 
articles which has so peculiarly marked this paper’ 
—but many sach are only postponed. 

‘The editor will enter upon the 12th volume wit? 
a renewed determination to give it greater utility 
and interest, if it be possible, than any which pre- 
ceded it possesses. “Ihe meats of doing this are’ 
within his power, and that they will/be used for the 
dissemination and preservation of solid information, 
and to keep up the high reputation of the work as 
one for (almost) zniversal reference, cannot be doubt- 
ed by his friends. It has been his grand object t@ 
publish a work that would wear well—and he is 
flattered by the public testimony that he has so fax 
succeeded to the extent of his hopes. 

Many wew subscribers came in during the last 


back 242 feet—three stories higb, to be built of! year—the commencement of the volume oilers 4 
stone, and calcutated to hold a thousand convicts at} good opportunity to others whd design to give us 


useful laBor. 


their support. 
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